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Welcome

Effective 

Preaching & 

Teaching

� http://tomlinsoncenter.com/

� Ministry Helps

� 1 Corinthians 1:21 

(KJV) ...it pleased God 

by the foolishness of 

preaching to save them 

that believe.

The Foolishness of Preaching
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� Learning Styles and Strategies

Audience

Sermons are like pie-crust, the 

shorter the better.  -

Austin O'Malley
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� Active (Tactile/ Kinesthetic)vs Reflective

� Sensing vs Intuitive Learners

� Visual vs Verbal Learners (Testimony)

� Sequential vs Global 

Learners (Video Example)

Know thyself!

� SPECS

� Sins (attitudes or actions to forsake)

What Are You Teaching?
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� Promises (assurances or benefits from 

God to claim)

� Examples (good attitudes or actions to 

imitate) See www.blueletterbible.org/study/misc/putoffon.html
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What Are You Teaching?

Different People Are Attracted to Different Things
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� Commands (directions from God)

� Stumbling Blocks (things God warns 

us to avoid)
For example,  from Phil. 4:4–9, 

one might select Phil. 4:4 as a command to 

obey (Always rejoice) 

or Phil. 4:6 (Don't be anxious) as a 

stumbling block to avoid. 
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Different People Are Attracted to Different Things

� 1. Making a Difference. (To have a life that 
matters.)  (Jude 1:24 Make a difference)

� 2.  A sense of completeness.  To fill the void.  
To satisfy that something that is missing.

� 3.  The appeal to curiosity.  The unknown. 
(Deu 29:29 secret things belong unto the 
LORD)

� 4.  The appeal to duty. (Ought to sermons.)

� 5.  The appeal to fear. (Hell, judgement.)

� 6.  The appeal to love.

� 7.  The appeal to reason. Isaiah 1:18 Come 
now, and let us reason together

Different People Are Attracted to Different Things

� 8.  To have peace. Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in 

perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because 

he trusteth in thee.  Philippians 4:7 (KJV)  And the 

peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 

keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

� 9.  Forgiveness.

� 10. Christian fellowship and friends.

� 11.  Support group.

� 12.  Adoption into God's family.

� 13.  A new perspective.

� 14.  The assurance of Heaven, eternal life, etc. 

(1 John 5:13)

Different Preaching Styles

� 1. Topical 

� 2. Textual  

� 3. Expository 

� (Expressions like

Exhortatory)

Ecclesiastes 6:11 

(NIV)  The more 

the words, the less 

the meaning, and 

how does that 

profit anyone?
In preaching, the fewer the better. 

KISS - Keep It Short & Sweet
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Listen to a Preaching Conference

The Primacy of Expository Preaching, Part 1 

1995 Desiring God Conference for Pastors

January 30, 1995

D. A. Carson

http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-

library/conference-messages/by-

conference/1995-pastors-conference

http://www.raystedman.org/thematic-

studies/leadership/on-expository-preaching

John MacArthur's Rediscovering Expository 

Preaching (Thomas Nelson, 1992), p 20. 

Expository Preaching …

…best achieves the biblical intent of preaching: 
delivering God's message.

…promotes scripturally authoritative preaching.

…magnifies God's Word.

…provides a storehouse of preaching material.

…develops the pastor as a man of God's Word.

…ensures the highest level of Bible knowledge for the 
flock.

…leads to thinking and living biblically.

John MacArthur's Rediscovering Expository 

Preaching (Thomas Nelson, 1992), p 20. 

Expository Preaching …

…encourages both depth and comprehensiveness.

…forces the treatment of hard-to-interpret texts.

…allows for handling broad theological themes.

…keeps preachers away from ruts and hobby horses.

…prevents the insertion of human ideas.

…guards against misinterpretation of the biblical text.

…imitates the preaching of Christ and the apostles.

…brings out the best in the expositor.



4

The Bible Is like Picking Apples
� Bible as a whole - Shake tree (Survey Bible)

� Books - Branches  (Survey of Book)

� Chapters - Limbs - Use a paragraph 

style Bible.

The Bible Is like Picking Apples

� Verses – Twigs

� Words - Leaves

In a sermon, Greek and 

Hebrew are like 

underwear: they add a lot 

of support, but you don't 

want to let them show.  -
Michael Green

Philos, Agape (John 21:15)

Burden, Task (Gal 6:2, 5)

Chronos & Karios 

(Logos & Rhema)
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Different Preaching Styles

� Extemporaneous 

� Biographical - Character Studies 

� First Person (See Min. Helps)

� Evangelistic 

� Answer-Call

Different Preaching Styles

� Answer-Call (Many African Americans use this style)

Funeral  2 Timothy 4:6 (KJV)  For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. “Do you remember when...   Brutally stoned at

Lystra. (Acts 14:19) Do you know why he didn’t die?  Because He Wasn’t Ready. Snake bit. (Acts 28:3) Do you know why he didn’t die?  He wasn’t 

ready.  Thrice was I beaten with rods, (2 Corinthians 11:25) Do you know why he didn’t die?  He wasn’t ready. once was I stoned,  (2 Corinthians 

11:25) thrice I suffered shipwreck, (2 Corinthians 11:25) a night and a day I have been in the deep (2 Corinthians 11:25) perils of waters, (2 Corinthians 

11:26)  perils of robbers, (2 Corinthians 11:26)  perils by mine own countrymen, (2 Corinthians 11:26) perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils 

in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren (2 Corinthians 11:26)  But now, he is ready. Are you ready?

(Tony Campolo, It’s Friday, but Sunday’s Coming) Friday - Disciples are running But 

Sunday’s Coming Friday - Women are crying But Sunday’s Coming Friday - Forces that 

oppress people were in control (For an hour and a half) He would yell, Friday... All would 

yell - But Sunday’s Coming

http://www.tonycampolo.org/sermons.php

“Title or Testimony” Pharaoh had the Title But Moses had the Testimony!

Nebuchadnezzar had the Title But Daniel had the Testimony! Jezebel had the 

Title But Elijah had the Testimony! Herod had the Title But John The Baptist ... 

had the Testimony! Pilot had the Title But Jesus  had the Testimony!

Different Preaching Styles

� Homily 

� Nonverbal 

Studies show that 65% of communication is received through channels other 

than words. Platform movement.  Too much back and forth. Statue. 

Gestures. (Whipping, sign of the cross, etc.) 

Facial expression. Smiles. Frowns. 

Eye contact. 

Voice signals.  - tone of voice, pitch, rate, and volume.  - inject variety.

Using Visual Aids. 

"She's a 

precious saint"

S.C.O.P.E.Your Audience

� "Preach the gospel all the time.  If necessary, 

use words." (Source: Francis of Assisi. Charles W. Colson, The Body, Dallas" Word Publishing, 1992, p88, taken from, Taking your 

Campus for Christ, p87.)

� Speaking to People 

� Seventy-five percent (75%) of the 

people leaving a speech or sermon 

have no idea what was communicated.

� Fifty percent (50%) of the speakers 

cannot articulate, in a simple sentence, 

the objective of their talk.  Ken Davis, Workbook, 

p11.
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"A sermon should be a bullet 

and not buckshot.  Ideally each 

sermon is the explanation, 

interpretation, or application of 

a single dominant idea 

supported by other ideas, all 

drawn from one passage or 

several passages of Scripture."
Haddon Robinson: Biblical Preaching, 

Baker House from Ken Davis, Workbook, p11.

S.C.O.P.E.Your Audience
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ointsP__________


